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ANTIBIOTIC ADVERSE DRUG 
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2018 Abridged Guidance for the                                                 
Post-Acute Long-Term Care Team  

Abstract 
Nearly half of adverse drug events (ADEs) are preventable and account for about 11% of hospital 
admissions. ADEs are more likely to occur in adults older than 65 years, recently started on a new 

medication, and receiving 5 or more chronic medications. About 40% of harm noted in skilled 
nursing facilities is associated with ADEs. Antibiotics are used frequently in post-acute and long-

term care settings and cause a high rate of ADEs.  
This guidance document outlines recommendations for using the antibiotic ADE template to 

improve identification, reporting, and documentation of antibiotic ADEs.  The application of this 
approach to antibiotic monitoring is fundamental to improving antimicrobial stewardship in post-

acute and long-term care facilities as ADEs relate directly to patient safety.  
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OPTIMIZING MEDICATION SAFETY THROUGH THE USE OF AN 
ANTIBIOTIC ADVERSE DRUG EVENTS (ADEs) TOOL 
 
The Antibiotic ADE Tool is annotated on the next several pages to demonstrate the recommended use of 
the tool.  For the purposes of illustration, the following case has been created.  Appendix 1 contains a 
blank, non-annotated version of the ADE Tool for your use. 

CASE 

Ms. MK is a 92 year old female who was sent from her long-term care facility to the hospital for 
completion of treatment for a complicated urinary tract infection (UTI).  In addition to the UTI she has a 
history of heart failure, dementia, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD). Her medications 
are listed in the table below. 

Medications 

Medication Dose 
Digoxin 0.125 mg p.o. every other day  
Furosemide (Lasix) 40 mg p.o. daily 
Lisinopril  10 mg p.o. daily 
Metoprolol Succinate (Toprol XL) 50 mg p.o. daily 
Donepezil (Aricept) 10 mg p.o. daily 
Vitamin D3 2,000 iu p.o. once daily 
Tiotropium Handihaler (Spiriva) 18 mcg (2 puffs) once daily by 

inhalation 
Albuterol Inhaler (ProAir HFA) 180 mcg (2 puffs) by inhalation as 

needed for shortness of breath 
Ciprofloxacin (Cipro) 500 mg p.o. every 12 hours x 10 days 

 

She received 7 days of ciprofloxacin I.V. in the hospital and then was transferred back to the nursing 
home on all of the same medications, but the ciprofloxacin was changed from intravenous to oral 
administration. 

On day 7 of ciprofloxacin (Cipro) therapy her nurse observes new, extensive watery diarrhea.  The 
diarrhea occurs every couple of hours causing abdominal pain. The only new medication she started was 
the ciprofloxacin.  The nurse looks back 7 days at her laboratory results and finds a positive test for C. 
difficile. He/she begins to complete an antibiotic ADE and calls her doctor for instructions. 

The Antibiotic ADE is completed with annotations on the next 
several pages. 
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